The communicative function of clinical narrative in radiology reporting.
Clinical narrative is often taken as a direct representation of real objects and events such as patients, diseases and treatments. We refer to this conceptualisation as the 'referential function' of clinical narrative. We introduce a complimentary perspective, taking clinical narrative as a construction relative to the situated intentions and routines of communication between author and reader. This perspective, that we call the 'communicative function', highlights the value of some underused features of clinical narrative. In this paper we bring together models of narrative structure and of communication to present a theory of the communicative function of clinical narrative. We pay particular attention to clinical narrative in radiology reporting.